
Special Selectboard Meeting 1 
Tuesday, March 21, 2023 2 

Meeting Minutes 3 
 4 
 5 

Members Present: Brian Carpenter, Andy Hooper, Lindsey Fuentes-George, Heather Seeley, 6 
Dan Brown, Isabel Gogarty, and Farhad Khan. 7 
 8 
Staff Present: Town Manager Kathleen Ramsay, Assistant Town Manager David Sophrin,  9 
 10 
Also Present:  VTrans representatives Rob Luchini and Paul McDonnell and interested parties. 11 
 12 

1.  Call to Order 13 
 14 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Chair Brian Carpenter.   15 
 16 

2. Approval of Agenda 17 
 18 

Seeley moved to approve the agenda, and Fuentes-George seconded the motion.  There were 19 
no changes to the agenda, so the motion carried with 7 in favor. MOTION PASSED. 20 
 21 

3.  Approval of Consent Agenda 22 
 23 

Seeley moved to approve the consent agenda, and Gogarty seconded the motion. 24 
 25 

3a – Approval of Minutes of the March 14, 2023 Selectboard Meeting 26 
 27 
3b – Approval of Selectboard Subcommittee Meeting Minutes 28 

• Energy Committee – Meeting Minutes – 3.15.2023 29 
• Design Advisory Committee – Meeting Minutes – 3.17.2023 30 

 31 
3c – Approval of Renewal Applications for 1st, 2nd, or 3rd Class Liquor Licenses, Outside 32 
Consumption Permit, and/or Entertainment Permits (if any) 33 
 34 
3d – Consent Agenda Placeholder 35 
 36 
3e – Consent Agenda Placeholder 37 
 38 
3f – Town Manager’s Report 39 
 40 
There were no comments or changes, so the motion to approve the  Consent Agenda carried 41 
with 7 in favor.  MOTION PASSED. 42 
 43 

4.  Citizen Comments 44 
 45 
Judy Wiger-Grohs said on behalf of the Tree Committee, she wanted to inform the Board that 46 
for the 5th straight year Middlebury has been certified as a Tree City USA community.  She said 47 
we have also received an Arbor Day Foundation Growth Award, thanks in part to the budget 48 
increase the Selectboard gave the Tree Committee that allowed them to hire a part-time intern 49 
to help Public Works with the tree inventory that helped them determine new planting sites.  She 50 
also asked the Board to save the date of May 6th for the Arbor Day celebration the Tree 51 
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Committee is doing in conjunction with the Middlebury Food Co-op, Ilsley Library and Sparrow 52 
Art Supply. 53 
 54 
Betsy Schwenker, a resident in Battell Hill Condominiums that sits across the street from the 55 
proposed Stonecrop Meadows housing project, and asked if it was an appropriate time to ask a 56 
couple of questions about the proposed development.  Carpenter told her that the public hearing 57 
would be the best time to ask any questions since all the development people would be 58 
available at that time to answer questions.  Ramsay pointed out the meeting on April 4th was on 59 
the grant application for the project, not the project itself, but the Planning and Zoning 60 
Department was holding a series of Development Review Board hearings on the development 61 
and will provide Schwenker with those dates. 62 
 63 

5. Approval of Vermont Community Development Program Grant Agreement - Lindale 64 
Mobile Home Park - Community Septic System 65 

 66 
Carpenter said the Town of Middlebury has been awarded $450,000 in grant funding from the 67 
Vermont Community Development Program (VCDP) for construction of a community septic 68 
system at the Lindale Mobile Home Park.  He said since only municipalities are eligible for 69 
funding from VCDP, the Town will serve as a pass-through and subgrant the funding to the 70 
Addison County Community Trust (ACCT) for the project, as it has for this and several other 71 
projects in support of affordable housing. 72 
 73 
Elise Shanbacker of ACCT was present for questions and said while it has been a long time 74 
coming, they have finally signed a construction contract, and thanked the Board for their support 75 
over the years. 76 
 77 
Khan moved to approve the proposed grant agreement resolution from the Vermont Community 78 
Development Program associated with the planned capital improvements for the Lindale Mobile 79 
Home Park’s wastewater project.  Gogarty seconded the motion.  The motion carried with 7 in 80 
favor.  MOTION PASSED. 81 
 82 
6. Representatives of the Vermont Agency of Transportation - Update on Status of Master 83 

Planning & Land Use Permitting for Middlebury State Airport 84 
 85 
Carpenter introduced Rob Luchini of McFarland-Johnson, Inc and Consultant Project Manager 86 
for VTrans and Paul McDonnell, a consultant with VTrans and Lead Planner for the Master Plan. 87 
 88 
McDonnell said they have given this presentation at two other public meetings in Middlebury, 89 
but never to the Selectboard.  He said they have also had three Technical Advisory Committee 90 
meetings and a detailed comment and response process.   91 
 92 
McDonnell said the Master Plan is a guide for short and long-term improvements, but this Plan 93 
does not include any permitting needs for any projects mentioned in the Plan.  He said the 94 
airport is approximately 156 acres and has only one 3,200’ runway, and there are no lights on 95 
the runway so there are no night landings.  He said there are currently 13 aircraft hangars, but 96 
there is ample area outside for tie-down storage of aircraft, and there are various other buildings 97 
for maintenance and storage.  He said there are currently 30 aircraft based at the airport, but 98 
that fluctuates seasonally, and there are two business tenants:  Green Mountain Avionics and 99 
J&M Aviation. 100 
 101 
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McDonnell said it is estimated there are around 6,000 take offs each year, but this is just a 102 
guess as there is no control tower to record flights and it is felt that there are actually less flights 103 
than that, but this forecast is necessary to project future growth at the airport.  He said the 104 
forecast shows an estimated number of flights in 2041 of around 7,500, but even if flights did 105 
increase to this number, it has been determined that no additional airfield expansion or facilities 106 
would be necessary. He said VTrans does not build aircraft hangars, those are built privately 107 
and are market driven. 108 
 109 
He described the typical “critical” aircraft that use the airport are mostly the single engine light 110 
aircraft, but occasionally you’ll see a larger aircraft such as a business or corporate jet at the 111 
airport, but they don’t anticipate those becoming common at Middlebury since they can go to the 112 
other area airports in Burlington, Rutland or Berlin. 113 
 114 
McDonnell said there is no instrument guidance at Middlebury, so when there are low clouds 115 
and low visibility, planes can’t land, but instrument guidance is being considered since 116 
Middlebury is the only State airport without them.  He also described a visual aid that has been 117 
recommended for each end of the runway in Middlebury called Precision Approach Path 118 
Indicators (PAPI) that uses lights as a visual aid for pilots to let them know if they’re approach is 119 
too high or too low.  He said if you were traveling on Munson Road and looked towards the 120 
runway you would be able to see the lights, but they’d be 1,900’ away. 121 
 122 
McDonnell said the existing hangars are full, and while these are built by private individuals with 123 
a lease agreement with VTrans, there has been interest expressed and future growth is 124 
anticipated.  He said there is currently ample area for aircraft tiedown storage.    125 
 126 
He said there currently is no terminal building at the Middlebury Airport, so the Master Plan is 127 
recommending a small terminal building (1,400 – 1,500 sq. ft.) to provide a passenger waiting 128 
area and pilot lounge, restrooms, offices and an area for flight planning and instructions.  He 129 
said they are also recommending some additional parking be provided. 130 
 131 
McDonnell said the final report will be released next month and then it has to go through the 132 
VTrans process and then the final FAA approval.  He said again that this plan does not give any 133 
approvals for development, and any development, such as a hangar or any other structure has 134 
to go through another process. 135 
 136 
Luchini said he understands that the location of airport hangars is a thing of contention, and he 137 
believes there are some misunderstandings.  He said in 2019 the State Legislature passed a bill 138 
called S-162 to promote economic development at State owned airports, and compliance with 139 
this legislative initiative led VTrans to begin a statewide permitting effort.  He said VTrans looked 140 
at all their airports, and went for partial findings in Act 250 to meet what was required from that 141 
legislation.  He said it is difficult for developers to develop in Vermont, so there was a need to do 142 
some of the permitting ahead of time to assist a developer with these pre-permitted efforts so 143 
they could start working on their own development.  He said the layout of the northern hangars 144 
shown on the Master Plan have partial findings but are not permitted for construction.   He then 145 
described the VTrans and FAA process a developer goes through, as well as Act 250 and State 146 
permits in order to construct a hangar, and he said once all permits are in place the developer 147 
then has to enter into a lease agreement with VTrans, and these leases generate income for the 148 
airport. 149 
 150 
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Luchini said the statewide master permitting effort proposed a layout on the airport Master Plan 151 
and the permit was submitted in early 2021, it had revisions in June of 2022 and Act 250 152 
accepted the application and there was a public hearing on August 19, 2022.  He said no 153 
changes have been made to these pre-permitted efforts, and no changes have been made to 154 
the location of these proposed hangars on the northern end of the airport, and what’s shown 155 
now are an effort to meet the requirements of S-162.  He said VTrans will do this for all State 156 
airports, this just happens to be the one for Middlebury that show some larger hangars as well 157 
as medium and smaller sized hangars.  He said if a hangar developer wished to develop in that 158 
location, they can propose something different, but the developer will need to go through Act 159 
250 and all the permits required prior to any development on their own. He said some 160 
developers didn’t want to wait for the State’s process, so they’re working through their own 161 
process now with Act 250 and all the permits required. 162 
 163 
McDonnell then touched on the concerns the Selectboard had submitted regarding the Master 164 
Plan.  He said in regard to environmental protection of resources, including the water source 165 
protection area and emergency spill protocol, VTrans follows all the rules established by the 166 
Federal and State agencies, and in Vermont the most significant agency is the Agency of 167 
Natural Resources that regulate the water quality issues, and VTrans obtain all the necessary 168 
stormwater permits and if needed, any for wastewater or wells.  He said as far as fuel safety, 169 
they have to go through all Federal and State regulations and register that information. 170 
 171 
Luchini said another comment mentioned the placement of structures in the views of the 172 
neighbors, specifically the largest hangar placement so as not to shadow the airport’s closest 173 
neighbor.  He said the previous 20-year-old master plans show development much as it does in 174 
this master plan, and there isn’t the opportunity at this point to change that configuration due to 175 
the State pre-permitting process.  He said some of these might not get constructed, but they 176 
have to provide the pre-permitting effort.  McDonnell said the large hangar shown in the Master 177 
Plan would be 120’ x 120’ and is designed for larger aircraft, and he’d be surprised if it was built 178 
since it’s all market driven and there isn’t the market for larger airplanes at the Middlebury 179 
Airport. 180 
 181 
McDonnell said the next question was in regard to Airport Road that is off of Route 116 and 182 
serves maybe a dozen homes and the airport. He said half is owned by the Town and once it 183 
reaches the airport property line, VTrans assumes responsibility for the road.  He said it was 184 
asked if the State could contribute to the maintenance of the Town portion of the road since so 185 
much of the traffic goes to the airport, and he said VTrans has responded “not at this time” since 186 
there is no policy that enables them to contribute or cost share for a town owned road, so he 187 
isn’t sure if this is something that could change in the future, but right now they don’t have the 188 
ability to do so. 189 
 190 
McDonnell responded to the concern about communications, and he feels they did this by 191 
scheduling an additional public meeting and an additional advisory committee meeting and were 192 
able to publish the report on both the State and Town websites.    193 
 194 
Luchini said in regard to the comment about semi-annual reporting by the State on any 195 
complaints on airport activity with suggested resolutions.  He said the State would like to treat all 196 
complaints on a case-by-case basis and address the response to the person who made the 197 
complaint.  He said that is the direction that VTrans is moving forward with regarding complaints 198 
at the airport.  Carpenter said the intention was to see complaints in the form of a log to see if 199 
there were issues the Board needed to know about before they blew up.  Luchini said there are 200 
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no plans for VTrans to be reporting on a semi-annual basis and will continue to treat complaints 201 
on a case-by-case basis.  Carpenter asked if these complaints were logged so if the Town 202 
asked how things were going you could say how many complaints there had been, and Luchini 203 
said the State did not have one specific location for complaints but would look into any specific 204 
complaint. 205 
 206 
McDonnell said the final question was around energy efficiency and infrastructure for electric 207 
charging stations and VTrans agrees with that and they are adding vehicle charging stations 208 
and an electric charging station for aircraft to the Master Plan.  He said at Middlebury Airport 209 
VTrans will have to run 3-phase power from Route 116 to the airport, so they will have to see 210 
when they can schedule and fund that, but there is a possibility of Federal funds for that.  He 211 
said in terms of energy efficiency, VTrans agrees with this as well, but currently there are hardly 212 
any buildings at the airport that are heated or cooled.  213 
 214 
Carpenter said the Selectboard would ask questions before opening it to the audience. 215 
 216 
Khan said he has lived by the airport for 19 years and wonders why VTrans has not rethought 217 
locating the hangars on the northern end of the airport because of the impact it would have on 218 
the neighbors.  Luchini said they have Federal obligations and assurances that come with 219 
Federal funds for hangar development at the airport, so they are limited as to where they can 220 
put infrastructure and this northern area is a logical location for hangar development. 221 
 222 
Khan said he had reached out to Michelle Boomhower at VTrans a couple of months ago about 223 
the lights in the hangar and tiedown area being on all night.  He said he’d also reached out to 224 
the manager of the airport, and he indicated the lights have been there, but have never been on 225 
before.  He said Boomhower responded and said she’d look into it and get back to him, but it 226 
has been 2 months and he hasn’t heard back from her.  McDonnell said he would look into it.  227 
Luchini said they do have requirements on lighting and would send the information to Khan. 228 
 229 
Hooper asked about Act 162, and said he’d pulled it up on his laptop and while it mentions 230 
buildings, it doesn’t specify hangars or any reference to generating revenue. Luchini said it isn’t 231 
specific to any one development, but it is met through the hangar process that Vermont has 232 
pursued at all of their airports. 233 
 234 
Seeley said as she understands it, there are not any plans in the next 20 years to expand the 235 
runway, or any changes to they types of aircraft and the growth is only an estimate.  McDonnell 236 
said that was correct, and if those plans changed, the Master Plan would have to be updated.  237 
He said they know that Middlebury is not likely to see an influx of commercial aircraft and all the 238 
larger aircraft are all focused on Burlington.  He said the State Plan considered that local 239 
airports should extend runways to 4,000 feet and it was discussed while doing the Master Plan, 240 
but it wasn’t recommended for Middlebury since there are already bigger airports in Burlington 241 
and Rutland.  He said the consulting team had recommend lights for nighttime use as all other 242 
community airports in the state have lights, and VTrans talked about it, but because of 243 
opposition to that from community members, they did not include the lights in the plan.  He said 244 
he does see the lights coming up again in 10 years, but not an extension of the runway. 245 
 246 
Seeley said in the Town Plan it shows possibilities of what could be developed in certain areas 247 
of town, but that doesn’t mean they will be developed there, and she assumes it would be the 248 
same for this Master Plan, that someone could propose a hangar in a completely different 249 
location even though it was pre-permitted in the location shown. Luchini said yes, but they 250 
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would have to go through the entire permitting process on their own and it doesn’t mean it would 251 
be approved.   252 
 253 
Seeley said she’d really like to see Vtrans implement a way to record complaints and 254 
communicate that to the Town a couple of times a year so the Selectboard.  Luchini said he 255 
could address that request and see if they could do something like that. 256 
 257 
Fuentes-George said they had pointed out that this is the 2nd smallest airport in the state, but it 258 
has the most neighbors within a ½ - 1 mile radius and it’s been very hard to address all the 259 
concerns they’ve heard and trying to figure out the best way to have good communication and 260 
be responsive to the neighbors.  She thinks it would be good for VTrans to acknowledge that 261 
airports situated in neighborhoods might need a little more attention written into the process. 262 
 263 
Luchini said some of the problem VTrans has with addressing complaints is that the 90% 264 
Federal funding comes with a lot of strings, so it isn’t as easy to complete a project that 265 
someone may want when there are no Federal funds for that. 266 
 267 
Brown wanted to know if a hangar or building is proposed at the airport, what oversight does the 268 
Town have in permitting and do we have any involvement.  Luchini said the Town would have 269 
party status in the Act 250 process. 270 
 271 
Gogarty asked for an explanation of the Act 250 process.  Carpenter said it’s very, very involved 272 
and looks at all the criteria of a project.   Carpenter said he believed that the private hangars 273 
have to go through the local Development Review Board process, but Luchini and McDonnell 274 
weren’t sure about that. 275 
 276 
Carpenter said there had been concerns about planes making low approaches over East 277 
Middlebury.  McDonnell said the PAPI lights can be seen for several miles on a clear day if the 278 
pilot is lined up with the runway, so it might help moderate the number of pilots that are coming 279 
in too low. He said the rules say pilots can not approach the runway on a flight path lower than 280 
the PAPI, and since there is no control tower there, they would have to follow the PAPI 281 
guidelines. 282 
 283 
Carpenter then opened the questions to the audience with a limit of one question per person. 284 
 285 
Richard McKerr pointed to the house that is located closest to the northern end of the runway 286 
and asked if there was anyone at VTrans that would want a 30’ tall building with lights built in 287 
front of your house and blocking their view if they lived there. 288 
 289 
Peter Brown said the glide path is 3 degrees, and most people in the area have no idea where 3 290 
degrees puts an aircraft above their house, so if they look up they’ll think the plane is too low, 291 
while it’s actually on the glide path established by the FAA in 1950. 292 
 293 
Susan Shashok said she had looked at the Selectboard letter of January 17, 2023 when they 294 
talked about environmental resources, and she wanted to supply some more specific language 295 
for their request.  She said it’s other State agencies that issue the permits for water systems, not 296 
VTrans, and they require source protection plans to be submitted regularly, and it’s very 297 
appropriate to ask VTrans for specific information that our water systems need in order to 298 
maintain compliance with the State and Federal regulations, especially since Middlebury is 299 
applying for all these State and Federal grants. She said it would be good to ask VTrans to 300 
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annually review and update the airport’s best management practices, their spill prevention 301 
control and countermeasure plans, and their hazardous spill response procedures, and they can 302 
send those updates to the Middlebury and East Middlebury water systems to be filed with their 303 
resource protection plans.  She said this is basic information needed and it’s only fair to have 304 
VTrans provide this without the Town having to ask for it. 305 
 306 
Ross Conrad asked about the location of the PAPI lights.  McDonnell said when installed they’ll 307 
be facing north on the north end of the runway and a separate set of PAPI lights on the south 308 
end facing south.  Conrad asked about nighttime use and what would prevent someone from 309 
going in and turning them on.  McDonnell said they’d most likely be controlled by a photocell 310 
that would turn them off when it gets dark.  Luchini said these lights would be 90% Federally 311 
funded, so would be an FAA piece of equipment and he doesn’t know the specific language, but 312 
it means for someone to turn off a piece of equipment it would be a serious offense.  McDonnell 313 
said they’d be like traffic lights on a road that isn’t used much at night, and they’d be turned off 314 
when not in use.  He said since there aren’t runway lights, there would be no need for the PAPI 315 
lights, since they only indicate if the pilot is too high or too low, and not where the pavement is. 316 
 317 
Andrew Sambrook clarified with Luchini that the shaded area showing the potential hangars on 318 
the north end of the airport in the Master Plan were not shown on a 2003 plan, and Luchini said 319 
he’s correct.  Sambrook said when he and his wife purchased the house next to the airport they 320 
did their due diligence about potential development at the airport and they saw the 2003 and felt 321 
satisfied they wouldn’t be getting a large building in front of their home, but now the rules have 322 
changed.  He said they also mentioned the hangars were revenue generating for the airport and 323 
asked if they knew how much the current configuration of hangars bring in, and they were not 324 
sure and didn’t want to guess.  Sambrook asked McDonnell if VTrans had not said the location 325 
of the hangars had to be on the north end of the airport as shown in the Master Plan, would he 326 
have proposed that location for hangars, and McDonnell said yes, he would have proposed 327 
them on the north and south end of the airport.  McDonnell said those locations are only 328 
proposed, and as he said before, he doesn’t believe they’ll be built if there isn’t the need for 329 
them, and while he understands the Sambrook’s position, the purpose of the Master Plan is to 330 
foster the ability to provide hangars of various sizes in various locations.  331 
 332 
Bill Hanf of Green Mountain Avionics wanted to thank the Selectboard for their support of his 333 
business at the airport and all the other people who work at the airport, and for all the hard work 334 
and information that the State consultants have put together and it is very important to have a 335 
plan to move forward. 336 
 337 
Eugene Roy said he lives at the south end of the runway of the airport, and he asked about the 338 
pre-permitting process for the hangar proposed at the south end of the runway.  Luchini said it’s 339 
an ongoing process that they’re working on with them, and as soon as they have their permits 340 
they’ll go to Act 250.  Roy asked if he would be considered an abutter for notifications, and 341 
Luchini said there is an abutters list for the airport so when they do apply for an application there 342 
will be outreach notification.   McDonnell said pre-permitting isn’t the proper term, since it 343 
implies the permitting is complete, which is misleading. 344 
 345 
Roy said 45 years ago when he built his house there was 20 feet of dirt with trees on top of it on 346 
the southern end of the airport, and Tom Bowen took it down and now with the dirt gone you can 347 
see everything on the south end of the airport.   348 
 349 
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McDonnell said to create a visual barrier there would be an FAA violation and the State wouldn’t 350 
fund it to build a new berm or to plant trees that close to the runway, so he suggested maybe 351 
more trees be planted closer to School House Hill Road to create a barrier. He said the FAA 352 
would not fund anything like that for just a visual barrier, but when the hangar that’s proposed on 353 
the south end gets to the Act 250 permitting process, he could see a visual barrier being a 354 
public comment in that permitting process. He said before takeoff aircraft run their engines at 355 
higher RPMs to test their engines while they’re on the ground, and what they’ve suggested to 356 
VTtrans is that they ask tenants to do their engine tests at their hangar on the taxi lane so that 357 
noise is spread out and not concentrated at one end or the other of the runway prior to take off.  358 
He said when it comes to trying to contain that noise with a barrier, the FAA would say that the 359 
noise was not enough on a regular basis to warrant mitigation, but spreading the noise out north 360 
and south would help with that noise. 361 
 362 
Judy Wiger-Grohs said tonight she’s heard the words “guess work” and “not data driven” and 363 
those are not acceptable.  She said the area north of Munson Road has now been clear cut and 364 
the understanding was that there was going to be a buffer of trees that lined the north of 365 
Munson road, and those have now been completely destroyed and the Middlebury Tree 366 
Committee cannot keep up with the number of trees the State takes down. She said she 367 
proposed to Michelle Boomhower of VTrans, that an area of native plants and shrubs be put into 368 
the space to keep invasive plants out of the area.  She also said lights on hangars and along the 369 
runway creates light pollution that has deleterious effects on wildlife and humans, so she 370 
suggests the Board leave the light on in their bedroom for the next week with no shades or 371 
blinders and see how that effects your behavior the next morning and she’ll check in at the next 372 
meeting. 373 
 374 
Brooke Holzhammer said she feels the town has done a really amazing job of trying to be good 375 
neighbors of the airport.  She said we’ve witnessed massive clearcuts, degradation of our 376 
wetlands, an uprise in risk to our aquifer and the fuel tank holding leaded fuel degrading so it 377 
has to be dispensed by a tanker.  She said we’ve all sat back and watched this happen and 378 
been told that growth is inevitable, and this is not based on data, but it’s coming, and we should 379 
welcome it, and she disagrees.  She said the town has tried to be good neighbors, but the 380 
airport and VTrans have systematically just blew us off.  She said there was a “fake” hotline for 381 
complaints abandoned last year after a few months, then the task force was set up with a 382 
promise of monthly reports of airport activity, and nothing has been filed since last year, so that 383 
was another broken promise on trying to maintain a health relationship with the airport.  She 384 
said we have been told the complaints don’t matter to the FAA and she doesn’t think the 385 
majority of the taxpayers of the town are feeling the value of that 90% FAA funding, and it’s up 386 
to VTrans to convince us otherwise and that has not been done.  She said the FAA doesn’t care 387 
and they don’t live here, and she wishes she could be more optimistic, but so far we have been 388 
continually blown off. 389 
 390 
Carpenter said one comment was emailed in from Louise Prescott saying that we have 391 
continually heard VTrans step around answering questions, they don’t answer it at all, or they 392 
say it’s the ACT 250 hearings or vice versa, and there is this approach “if we build it they will 393 
come”, but nobody has answered the basic question of who’s coming or what they’re going to 394 
do then they get here.  She also said if we don’t know that, then how can we evaluate the 395 
impact on the neighborhood or the local environment, and without knowing, there is no 396 
justification for risking the local environment or spending millions of taxpayers dollars, so she 397 
wants to know if this is built, who’s coming and what are they going to do when they get here.   398 
McDonnell said the Master Plan is mostly status quo, and he thinks by “building it" she means 399 
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the hangars, and the answer is VTrans won’t build the hangars, and who “they” is whoever 400 
builds it in the future and those would be businesses or private individuals that are small enough 401 
to operate at Middlebury Airport. 402 
 403 
Nick Artim said when he was asked to be the liaison to the Board, there were some very 404 
legitimate concerns and the group named themselves Middlebury Airport Neighborhood 405 
Association (MANA), and Eugene Roy was appointed as the MANA liaison, and later Prem 406 
Prekash and Anne Christie.  Artim said the Board needed to remember they’re the Board of the 407 
community and there’s always more to one side of the story and it’s best to get as many sides 408 
as possible, and what he learned by going to the meetings is that there is another group of 409 
neighbors that are not part of MANA, and they commented overwhelmingly that the airport had 410 
been a good neighbor and knew the airport was there when they built or bought their homes 411 
and are fine with the airport, so the ones we’re hearing from are the minority.  He said the other 412 
thing to remember is that the airport is part of the Middlebury economy, just like the Industrial 413 
Park, the retail areas and the quarry, they contribute to the Town of Middlebury as well.  He said 414 
the other group to consider are the businesses that are there that employ people with good, 415 
skilled jobs for the 20–40-year-old age range, and they are the people that Vermont has been 416 
working hard to retain.  He said this airport has some good employment opportunities and he 417 
thinks they’ve been fair, and while the communications weren’t great at the beginning, things 418 
improved, and he thinks they have a great product at the airport. 419 
 420 
Carpenter thanked Artim and Roy for being the liaisons and McDonnell and Luchini for attending 421 
the meeting and answering questions. 422 
 423 
The Board discussed the presentation and comments they’d heard this evening.  Seeley said 424 
she appreciated the comments, but she doesn’t see anything to really been concerned about 425 
and feels that regardless of what the Master Plan says anything can be proposed and it would 426 
have to go through the permitting process, but the Board wouldn’t really have much say in it and 427 
like any other neighbor, they have a right to use their property and get the permits. 428 
 429 

7. Finalize Agenda for Upcoming Selectboard Retreat 430 
 431 
Hooper said one thing when they look at the EDI site is to think about the Town Plan that set a 432 
cadence and expectations and wants to be sure to communicate with the Planning Office on 433 
what’s going on.  434 
 435 
Carpenter said first and foremost he’d like to talk about the Board’s thoughts on how we pay for 436 
library project and what level of support and what process they’d like to see that go through. He 437 
said the other item is childcare, but even though they don’t have a big part in that, and the 438 
housing issue that is separate from the Summit Properties project.  He said the library project is 439 
the major one since the Board will be getting pressured to start spending money and we need to 440 
know where we’re going before spending too much money. 441 
 442 
Fuentes-George asked Carpenter if he was thinking of the EDI as a way of funding the library, 443 
and he said he was, and he sent a letter to try and lobby for support from the State Legislature, 444 
but at this point it didn’t make the crossover, and he was hoping we’d get some support from our 445 
own senators.  446 
 447 
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Fuentes-George said when it came to housing, she felt that they needed to discuss the potential 448 
for the site by the Police Department.  Carpenter said they needed to see if there is support for 449 
that from the neighbors. 450 
 451 

8. Approval of Check Warrants 452 
 453 

Khan moved to approve total expenditures in the amount of $40,522 for accounts payable, for 454 
the period of March 15, 2023 to March 21, 2023.  Gogarty seconded the motion.  The motion 455 
carried with 7 in favor.  MOTION PASSED. 456 
 457 

9.  Board Member Concerns 458 
 459 

Gogarty said the High School play Madagascar was really good and acknowledged the students 460 
hard work and performance. 461 
 462 

10.  Adjournment 463 
 464 

The meeting adjourned at 9:26 p.m. 465 
 466 
The next meeting of the Middlebury Selectboard will be March 28, 2023 in the Town Offices. 467 
 468 
Respectfully submitted, 469 
Beth Dow 470 
 471 
 472 
 473 
 474 
 475 
 476 
 477 
 478 
 479 
 480 
 481 
 482 
 483 
 484 
 485 
 486 
 487 
 488 
 489 
 490 
 491 
 492 
 493 
 494 
 495 
 496 
 497 
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